Fidel Castro and Homosexuality: Cuban Policy from the Late 1990s to 
the 2000s 


(Reuters, 2010) 
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84 year old Fidel Castro a 


Fidel Castro, when being interviewed by the Mexican newspaper La Jornada in 2010, apologized 
only for the policy of putting sodomites into forced labor camps in the 1960s (the question was 
asking about the policy that occurred "hace cinco décadas," or in English, five decades ago). Here 
is the relevant excerpt: 


Hace cinco décadas, y a causa de la homofobia, se margind a los 
homosexuales en Cuba y a muchos se les envid a campos de trabajo militar- 
agricola, acusandolos de “contrarrevolucionarios”. 


—Si -recuerda—, fueron momentos de una gran injusticia, juna gran injusticia! 
-repite enfatico—, la haya hecho quien sea. Si la hicimos nosotros, nosotros... 
Estoy tratando de delimitar mi responsabilidad en todo eso porque, desde luego, 
personalmente, yo no tengo ese tipo de prejuicios. 


La Jornada Newspaper Tuesday, August 31, 2010, p. 26 


Translation of the highlighted sections: 


Five decades ago, and because of homophobia, homosexuals were 
| marginalized in Cuba and many were sent to military-agricultural labor 
| camps, accusing them of being counterrevolutionaries. 


'—Yes —he recalls—, those were times of great injustice, a great 
| injustice!” -he repeats emphatically- 


As will be shown below homosexuality continued to be penalized and a policy remained in place 
targeting sodomites and transvestites: 


According to a 1997 report, "the [Cuban] government [in 1997] ... heightened harassment of 
homosexuals, raiding several nightclubs known to have gay clientele and allegedly beating and 
detaining dozens of patrons."[1] Spanish filmmaker Pedro Almodovar was reported to be among 
several hundred people detained in a raid on a homosexual gathering in Havana.[2] According to a 
United States government report, Cuban customers of the club were fined and warned of 
imprisonment if they did not stop publicly displaying their homosexuality.[3] This crackdown 
extended to other known gay meeting places throughout Cuba, such as Mi Cayito, a beach east of 
Havana, where gays were arrested, fined, or threatened with imprisonment. [4] 


In 2001, the Cuban police operated a campaign against homosexuals and crossdressers (travestis) 
and prevented them from meeting in the street, fined them, and closed down meeting places.[5] In 
2003, the Cuban government refused to vote in favor of the "Brazilian Resolution", a proposal to the 
United Nations Commission on Human Rights that would symbolically recognize the "occurrence of 
violations of human rights in the world against persons on the grounds of their sexual orientation." 
In 2004, it was reported that "Cuban police have once again launched a campaign against 
homosexuals, specifically directed at travestis (transvestites) whom they are arresting if they are 
dressed in women's clothing."[6] In 2008, a planned homosexual-rights rally was prohibited from 
taking place by government security officers, and the homosexual organizers were arrested. The 
park where it was planned to take place "was taken over by security forces," according to one of the 
organizers.[7] In 2009, the Cuban government launched a large-scale operation throughout the 
entire year against homosexuals, arresting many.[8] 


'TL:dr During Fidel Castro's time as leader of Cuba from 1959 to 2011 
(serving as the prime minister of Cuba from 1959 to 1976, president from 
1976 to 2008, and first secretary of the Communist Party of Cuba from 
/ 1961 until 2011), homosexuality and cross-dressing were cracked down 
|on and treated as de facto crimes similar to hooliganism or the use of 
illegal drugs. It wasn't until December 2017 —over a year after Fidel 

| Castro's death— that a serious public movement in favor of recognizing 
homosexual unions began. It was around 11 and a half years after Fidel 

| Castro stepped down as First Secretary that Cuba recognized 
homosexual unions, thus showing that without his influence, the Cuban 
government quickly adopted a pro-LGBT agenda. 
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